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Times' Daily Short Story. I

Details of Attempts to Bottle Up
the Russian Fleet.

REM AM ABLE SACRIFICE OF LITE

Skill, Coolness, reraeveranee and
Darin if Displayed at Three Differ
ent Tlrnea Unanrpaaaed In IlUtory
of Hainan Warfare, Says William H.
Cartla Heroism of a Youth.

The most sensational event of the
Russo-Japanes- e war thus far was the
triple attempt to bottle up the Russian
fleet in the harbor at Port Arthur, says
William E. Curtis, the special corre-

spondent of the Chicago Record-Herald- ,

writing from Tokyo under the date
of July . The Japanese adopted
what may be termed the Hobson plan
and sunk no less than seventeen steam-

ship hulks loaded with stone, railroad
iron and loose cement in and around
the narrow channel. They were more
successful than Hobson at Santiago,
and the action of the water upon the
cement and other cargo was to make
the vessels practically solid blocks of
concrete which the Russians have been
trying for months to clear away, by
the use of dynamite. The skill, cool-

ness, perseverance and daring dis
played on the three different occasions
is unsurpassed in the history of human
warfare. The result of the first at
tempt was a failure, and the fate of
the men who participated in it made
the heroism of the second party even
more remarkable. And the fate of the
second party left the officers and sail
ors who volunteered for the third at-

tempt almost without hope. They went
ot their task without the slightest
hesitation, however, although they re-

alized that It meant almost certain
Ue.,th, and, r.s the London Times has
remarked:

Their herclsm was never surpassed and
rarely equaled In the annals of war. Out
of the tei officers and men who volunteer-
ed for the forlora hope only forty-on- e

came back alive. But the lives of their
gallant comrades were not sacrificed In
vain. Happy Indeed is the country where
bravery and intelligence are combined in

o Just a measure. Japan haa lost eona
whom any country In any aire might have
mourned with pride, and It la their death
which haa enabled her to develop a fresh
stage In what bids fair to be the most
momentous of modern campaigns.

In the three attempts 179 lives were
sacrificed. The following is the record:

First Second Third
attempt attempt, attempt. Total.

Killed 6 15 22 42
Died of

wounds ... t 3 6 12

Missing 12 24 S3 IS
Returned

safely It 17 41 9

Totals 31 69 li8 243

It is almost certain that most of the
missing men were killed, because re-

liable reports from Port Arthur give
the total number of naval prisoners in
the hands of the Eussians as only
fifteen, and two of them have com-

mitted suicide since. Of the dead and
missing twenty-fou- r were officers.

The cost in money was also large,
' although Insignificant compared with
the loss of life. The following are the
official Japanese figures:

No. vessels. Value in yen.
First attempt 6

Second attempt. 6US.00O

Third attempt 8 l.SuO.OOu

Totals 17 8.041,000

The vessels used were old mercantile
steamers, most of them built in the
seventies and eighties, and their ton-

nage ranged from '1.250 to 2,078. The
value of the cargo of stone, cement
and iron Is placed at 400,000 yen.

There are two harbors at Port Ar-

thur, an inner and an outer harbor.
The entrance to the outer harbor from
the open sea Is about a mile and a half
wide, between two promontories
known as Golden hill and Mantoushan,
on both of which are formidable forti-
fications. The actual channel used by
vessels drawing twenty-tw- o feet of
water or more Is about 800 yards wide,
and, as a matter of protection, the
Russians have anchored booms pro-

jecting from either shore, leaving a"

very narrow passage. On both sides
of the booms mines are anchored so
as, to obstruct the entrance of an en-

emy from the outside. The first at-

tempt, as I have said, was a failure,
and the five vessels were scuttled and
sunk outside of the passage. The sec-

ond attempt was more successful, but
still left a portion of the channel clear.
The third attempt was completely suc-

cessful. Three steamers, the Yedo

(1,724 tons, the Odn-- u (1,5-1- tons) and
(the Sagaml (1,020 tons), were sunk in
such a way as to dose the entrance
entirely to vessels of heavy draft.
Torpedo boats and destroyers drawing
not more than twelve or fourteen feet
have been able to pass in and out but
it took three months of blasting to
clear a way for cruisers and battle-

ships. Even then they had to be navi-

gated with the greatest care along a
channel marked with buoys and could
not pass in the night

The success of the third attempt was
the more remarkable because it was
made in a gale of wind. The sea was

' so heavy that an open boat could
scarcely survive, which Is doubtless
one reason for the large mortality, and
the weather was so thick that the
commanders of the ves-

sels could not communicate or even see
each other.

The Yedo, Odara and Sngaml lie side
by side, bows pointing In, at the very
center of the channel, at the exact
place named in the Instructions to their
commanders, where they were coolly
scuttled by their own crews. The To-tam- l,

which was leading the squadron,
passed In between the booms, struck a

contact infne and sank broadside across

counts against him

the famous
1

yang, is the Hwnn, or Una, river, wnn
a wide, pebbly bed, just such moun
tain torrent as the Taltse and, like it,
finding its way westward over the
plain Into the Liao river. These streams
are the main channels of Chinese com-

merce, which Is carried in small boats
In the season of high water, for many
of them run dry or are frozen for sev-

eral months each year, as Manchuria
has extremely cold winters. The chief
articles of Chinese commerce aro
beans, peas, hemp, millet, pears, plums,
peaches and pigs. They are largely ex-

ported through Newchwang. Hence the
'

importance of possessing that port,
since the authorities there can hold up
the Innumerable Chinese boats of prod-
uce and make them pay toll. This is
the prose meaning of "being in posses-
sion of the custom houses at New-

chwang." '

Two miles beyond the nwun, or
Hun, river stands the southern pagoda
of Mukden, marking the point where
the Imperial road meets the first houses
of the city. Then come the suburbs
and finally Mukden itself. Like all
cities in China, Mukden is four square,
and, again like all Chinese cities and
even all Chinese bouses, the walls face
the four points of the compass, and
there Is a main gate at the center of
each wall. Mukden is formed of three
concentric square?. The outermost,
whose sides measure about three miles,
is surrounded by a mud wall and con-

tains the suburbs, a congeries of farms
and market gardens crowded so closely
together as to form something like a
town.

The second square has sides about
half a mile long, with walls of stone
like the great walls of Peking and,
like them, crenelatednt the top. These
stone walls inclose the city proper as
opposed to the suburbs.

The third square, in the center of the
city proper, contains the Mantcboo pal-
ace and is the analogue of the Forbid
den City of Peking. This is only oue
of the many metropolitan notes of the
royaf Mantcboo city, which stands out
from among the general monotony of
the walled towns of China.

Mukden is not an ancient city. On
the contrary, it is younger than New

York, younger even than Albany, and
was founded only In 'HJ25, a few years
before the Matiteboos bejan the con-

quest of the Chinese empire. Never-
theless it is rich In hlstorle interest aud
shows a blending of three architectur-
al styles, ali of high scenic value.
There are the Chinese triumphal arches,
or pailows, leading up to the gates and
broad aveuues of the city: t,here are
the Chinese yamens, or government of-

fices, some of them with roofs of green
glazed tiles; there is the Mantcboo pal-
ace in th center, covered with yellow
Imperial tiles, as in the Forbidden City
of Peking; there are also the Mongo-

lian or Tibetan monasteries and
with their bottle shaped bel-

fries and their swarms of outlandish
looking monks from Gobi and Shamo
and the wilds of the roof of the world.

Mukden is as Interesting as Llaoyang
Is commonplace. It has a population
of a quarter of a million, mostly Chi-tips-
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BROTHERHOOD PROSPEROUS.

Gratifying Reports Read at Convention
of Locomotive Firemen.

Buffalo, Sept. 13. The ninth bieuniai
convention of the Brotherhood of Lo-

comotive Firemen was called to ordei
here by John J. Hannahan, grand mus-

ter of the order. Two executive ses
sions will be held daily, and it Is ex-

pected the convention will oieiipy two
weeks. Seven hundred delegates wer
present arid at least 300 more are ex-

pected.
The report of the grand master, t) hi

read at n public session, will show
that the organisation is in a prosper-
ous coudit:on;' that in the p;ist two
years there has not been a strike ot
tire lieu on any road on which the
brotherhood is organized, all differ
ences bavin-- ; been settle, I without de
lay. luring the year ended on June
Z0, lo.iges were organized.

Shu-- the organization was founded
$7,!U0.103 have been paid to memberi
and their families fur death and
bilit.v claims. During the year ciUhu
June .10 the receipts of ti e !':r wvrt
$1,.1,".',SU1 and the disbursements were
$l,0l7,r.,"0. An important question ta
be considered is the removal of th
headquarters from Peoria, III., to Buf-

falo.
A CIiniiKed Theory.

So convinced were the authorities at
one time that Europeans could not live
la India without alcoholic stimulants
that they actually prohibited the for-

mation of temperance societies among
the soldiers. The theory is now alto-

gether changed.

' ' are the makers of
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"I have maae up my mind to ask a
certain young lady to be my wife, and
she has given me reason to believe s!m?

will not refuse."
The men looked up in surprise.
"Who Is the girl?" asked Curtis.
"Miss Emerson."
The dark blue eyes of the maid flash

ed as she filled the punch glasses.
"A toast to you," a young friend of

Merritt's cried. "Here's to your suc-
cess In winning Miss Emerson." The
guests raised their glasses and drained
them, all save Sam Congdon, whose
glass but touched his lips. A man at
the end of the table called out:

"Who would have guessed that our
cynical friend had fallen In love?"

"Of course I am marrying for Jove,"
Merritt retorted, but bis tone was
tinged with sarcasm.

"You'll get the money along with the
love tliis time," some one ventured to
remark.

Merritt shrugged bis shoulders. His
manner was near to Insolence.

The maid's hand trembled visibly as
she poured the wine. She placed a

gloss at Sum's plate, noting the pallor
of his face as she did so. Her blue
eyes grew darker still as Sam arose
and said:

"Won't some of you fellows drink
with me? Tomorrow niglit at this time
I'll be on my way to Europe."

"Why, how Is that?" some one asked.
A wave of color spread over Sam's

face for an instant as he deliberately
told the falsehood.

"My father wishes me ts look after
his business In Liverpool."

All drank to his prosperity. Only one
present knew the real reason for this
sudden voyage. The new maid blushed
furiously under her stained cheeks.

At 10 o'clock the following morning
Sam stood waiting for the cab that
was to take him to the wharf. His
trunk, strapped and labeled, stood In
the hall. His grip and umbrella were
on the table. Sam went to the dresser
and taking from it a photograph cut
out the head and shut It In the back of
his watch case. It was the head of
Sue Emerson. He heard the cab stop
in front of the house, and, pulling his
bat down over his eyes, he started out,
nearly falling over a small boy In a
blue uniform standing In his path. A

dirty hand passed Sam a yellow en-

velope. .

"Sign 'here, sir." ,

Sam signed his name on the blank
Indicated, tore open the envelope, read
the message and then raced down the
stairs. Umbrella, grip and trunk re-

mained behind.
"Emerson's, Eighty-firs- t street,"

he shouted to the driver as he stepped
Into the cab.

The chambermaid walked Into the
room Just vacated by Congdon.

''Would ye mind these bits of yellow
paper flying around," she murmured
to herself. With a maid's curiosity she
put them neatly together and read:

I need you more than Liverpool does.
SUE.

ETHEL nOLLAND.

by the Chinese. They" are now supple-
mented by the railroad bridges a lit-

tle to the west of the town. Once across
the Taltse, there are three roads across
the plain to Mukden, that in the center
being nearly straight, while the two
others straggle from one village to an-

other, for the plain is densely Inhabited
and splendidly Irrigated and cultivated.
Unlike a Chinese landscape, It Is abun
dantly supplied with trees, which grow
In groves all over the plain, marking
the villages, farms and tombs, which
are generall? cones of clny.

The hills, heavily wooded, gradually
recede on the right. The plain stretches
away to the horizon on the left. Pres-

ently, some eight miles from' Llaoyang
and therefore twenty miles south of
Mukden, the considerable village of

Hslaoyatital, or Yental, as it Is often
called, Is reached.

North of this is a further expanse of

plain, with smaller villages, farms,
trees and more mountain torrents
mere stretches of sand In the dry sea-

son, formidable rivers In the rains. The
whole plain is liable to be turned Into a
wilderness of mud, and the Chinese
toads are only deeper tracks of mud
through this wilderness.

Thirteen miles north of Y'entai, twenty--

one miles north of Llaoyang, is an-

other considerable village or small
town, called Pattapu, which la marked

by a lofty pagoda visible for miles
across the fist t country. Four miles

farther, oz t;'.'.'ity five miles from Lino- -

the channel just beyond the narrowest
part. The Mikawa went by her and
was blown up by her own crew, most
of whom escaped. She went down
lengthwise almost in the center of the
channel. The Asagao was disabled by
the guns of the Bussian fortifications
and drifted aground before reaching
the entrance. The Sakura struck an
electric submarine-- mine before reach-

ing the narrow place, and every soul
on board Commander Shiraishi and
nineteen men was lost.

While the Yedo was backing and
filling In order to find the exact posi-
tion where she was to be sunk, as in-

dicated on the chart, she was hit by a
shell from a fort on Golden hill, which
killed her commander. Lieutenant l.

Sublieutenant Nogata, a boy
twenty years old, took command, and
under a torrent of shot and shell from
fortifications on both sides of the chan-
nel be proceeded to carry out his or-

ders as coolly as if he were maneuver-

ing in a peaceful harbor. He held in
his hand the chart which had fallen
from the grasp of his superior officer,
whose mangled body lay at bis feet,
and gave orders to the helmsman and
the engineer. When he had found
his place be ordered the anchor to be
dropped, scuttled his ship, took to the
boats and managed to reach a torpedo
boat which was lying, for the purpose
of rescue, In the darkness outside. U3
brought In all of his men but two, one
of them being his commander, and
twelve of the eighteen were uninjured,
It was a miraculous escape. '

The Odara aud Sagaml were suuk In
the same way at the same time along
side of the Yedo, but every man on
board of them was lost. Some of them
are supposed to have reached the land,
and from rumors brought out by Chi
nese coolies from Port Arthur it Is be-

lieved that they fought their enptors
until they were themselves killed. The
Alkoku, like the Sakura, struck a sub-

marine mine before reaching the chan-
nel and went down. Eight of her men
were drowned, but her commander,
Lieutenant Inutsuka, and sixteen of
the twenty-fou- r men in his crew were
rescued by a torpedo boat.

In his official report, from which I

have obtained the greater part of this
information, the commander of the
flotilla says that a storm sprang up
suddenly about the time the boats
were starting a southeasterly squall,
with hail and rain and mist and he

signaled all of the vessels to withdraw
and wait for more favorable condi-

tions, but the weather was so thick
that the signals were not seen, and,
following up their original Instructions,
the commanders of the eight hulks
made a dash for the harbor. The
searchlights usually operated from the
fortifications soon disclosed their pres-
ence to the Russians, and during the
last thirty minutes of their voyage
they were under a raking fire from the
forts on both sides and were constant-
ly colliding with mines in the water.
It was a miracle that any of them
reached their destination. But the
Japanese on board went on about their
business as coolly as if they were at
practice and no enemy were near.
Even the stolid and unsympathetic
Russians were thrilled with admira-
tion at their coolness and daring.

The spirit wh'h animated every
man In the expedition was expressed
In a speech which Lieutenant Yuasa
of the Sagami made to his men before
starting.

Let every man set aside all thought of
making a name for himself, and let us all
work together for the attainment of our
object. It Is a mistaken Idea of bravery
to court dtath unnecessarily. Death and
fame are not our objects In this attempt.
Our only object Is success, and we die In
vain If we do not carry out our orders.
You all know wh.--.t those orders are and
what Is expected of us. If 1 am killed
Lieutenant Yamamoto will take com-

mand. If he Is killed you will take your
orders from the chler warrant officer, and
If ha dies from the next In rank, and so en
until the lust man. Keep cool. Vn nui
be excited. Do not hurry. And remember
that the last man may have to carry out
our orders alone.

No one knows what happened upon
the Sagaml, except that the Instruc-
tions given to Lieutenant Yuasa were
carried out literally to the last. His
hulk lies on the bottom of the channel,
exactly where he was instructed ta
place It but every man on board was
lost. The report of his s'mple little
speech to his men was brought from
the Sagaml by an p of the
commander of the flotilla, who was so

deeply Impressed by it that be wrote
down the words Immediately After

hearing them.
All of the men who participated in

the three expeditions, the dead as well
ns tl;e living, lr.ve been promoted and

Cy Q IsBorn Or
hvpr

decorated by order of the emperor. It
Is an amiable custom of the Japanese
to bestow decorations and other hon-or- r.

upon the dead. The government
has also granted life pensions vary-
ing from S'X) to 500 yen (100 to ?250)
a year upon the wounded and the fam-
ilies of the dead.

This story ought to be known to
every sailor and every soldier in the
world. .

MYSTERIOUS METALS.

Dlacorerer nf llellnm on the Tatar
of llndlo Active Element.

Sir William Ramsay, the eminent
English chemist who discovered helium
and argon and who has experimented
extensively with radium. Is now visit-

ing this country, lu a recent interview
with a New York Tribune reporter ha
talked interestingly of the mysterious
radio active elements. Among other
things he said: -

In England the strange properties of
radium have excited a surprising de-

gree of popular interest. I gave a lec-

ture on the subject In a hall holding
3,5tM) people. The building was crowd-
ed, and much euthusiasm was mani-
fested. We cannot yet say what will
come from these discoveries. When I
am asked of what use they are I an-

swer: what use is a baby? Let it
grow up and see!"

Of the various theories advanced to
account for the evolution of beat and
the other strange forms of radiation
from radium and allied elements the
most satisfactory seems to be that
some of the atoms In those substances
are disintegrating and in doing so lib-

erate stored energy, A few physicists
like Lord Kelvin were at one time dis-

posed to fancy that the energy was
first absorbed from some external
source and then given off again. Not
having compared notes lately with
Lord Kelvin, I am not sure how far
he has modified his views. If we Judge
from the rate at which gas la evolved
from radium, or salt of radium, it
seems probable that any given mass of
It would completely decay and disap-
pear in about 2.500 years. The life of
the three or four other radio nctivo
metals s very much longer.

The theory that an atom Is made up
of much smaller particles, which are
held together by electric attraction,
and Is the seat of stored energy Is
of philosophic importance mainly. It
greatly modifies our conceptions of the
nature of matter, but at present it has
no apparent bearing on the practical
work of the chemist. The old formu-
lae which were based on the notion
of indivisibility are still serviceable.
Our new understanding of the atom,
however, may eventually lead to un-

foreseen results. I have been engaged
In researches which are not yet com-

plete, but which encourage mo . to
think that the "electronic" theory of
atoms has a career of practical useful-
ness before it.

Professor Baskerville's belief that
he has found two previously unrecog-
nized elements in thorium has much
to commend it. There Is Independent
evidence or the complexity of thorium.
I have myself been Investigating the
subject. Until I have a chance to talk
further with your fellow countryman,
however, I find It hard to express an
opinion.

As for the so called N rays, which
Blondlot of Nancy professes to have
found, I can only say that thus far
no one but Frenchmen have been able
to detect them.

T. ROSEVELT PARKER.

Man With 111 part lan nuie Would
Eiillot In the Nnvy.

The bureau of navigation In Wash-

ington has received a request from
Representative Pell of the Second con-

gressional district of California for the
enlistment in the navy and assignment
to the battleship Ohio of one of his
constituents named Theodore Rosevelt
Tarker.

The applicant, it appears, really
bears the name of Theodore Rosevelt
Parker, and It was not recently as-

sumed, ns Is shown by the fact that
the records of the marine corps dis-

close his enlistment under that name
at Seattle. Wash., July 12, 1001. Par-
ker was born in San Francisco and
was a machinist yvhen he enlisted In
the marine corps. His father bore the
same name.

It Is said that the family is a branch
of an old Pennsylvania family of Rose-
velt a not connected In any way with
tljat of President Roosevelt. Repre-
sentative Hell's request will be grant-
ed.

that why you are so cheerful ?
is it because you keep your

nrfivp with Avers Hi : r

J.C.Atm
Lowell. M4

His Postponed Voyage
Copyright, 1004. by Ethel Holland.

"Mother, dear, there is something 1

wish to tell you," began Sue Emerson
"Last evening Sam tougdon asked
me to bo his wife, and I have prom-
ised to answer him at Mrs. My liter's
reception. I don't know what to 6ay
to bini. I am awfully fond of Sum

but then there Is Harvey Merritt. lie
is so clever, and I am sure be likes
nie. I wish I could make up mj
mind."

Mrs. Emerson stroked her daughter's
band.

'You must do your own choosing,
dear," she said. "There is no oue thut
could do that for you, but my heart
has gone out to Sam."

That afternoon Sue, called on bei
friend, Mrs. Curtis. She found bet
with a most disconsolate expression
on her face.

"My dear Jessie," cried Sue, "what
Is the matter?"

"I have a serious problem to solve,"
she answered. "Jack gives a stag party
tonight, and about ten minute ago
the maid came to me and said hei
mother was seriously ill, and she mu1
go to her at once. Now who can 1

get to serve these men tonight?
Sue meditated.
"I have it," she said at length. "1

will be your maid touight."
"You?" gasped Jessie,
Sue nodded.
"But," exclaimed Mrs. Curtis, "Har

vey Merritt and Sam and other men
that you know are going to be here."

"It will be such a lurk, Jessie. You
will remember I was a maid in those
amateur theatricals which Mrs. My li-

ter gave. I have my costume now,
the wig, and the liquid to stain my
face. Consider It settled, Jessie. No
one will ever know me, and you wll
see what an el&clcnt maid I can be.'

"If they don't reeognizo you, I shall
be extremely thankful to you for help
ing me out of this strait," was Jessie's
answer.

"It will be great fun," Sue declared,
"but you mustn't tell a soul, not even
Jack, until the evening Is over."

Evening came and with it the new
tnald. As she entered the room where
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis sat Jessie said tc
her husband:

"Oh, Jack, Alice was called home this
afternoon by the serious Illness of her
mother. This Is Mary, who takes her
place this evening." And Jack, look

ing at the dark skinned, black haired
girl before him, did not for a minute
suspect she was dainty Sue Emerson

While waiting on the guests the new
maid gave a start at the turn the con
versatlon had taken.

"Well, Merritt," Curtis was saying,
"you and Sam are the only bachelors
among us tonight."

"And I won't remain one for long,"
answered Merritt.

The maid was parsing him salted
almonds, and her band shook a trifle.

RICH MANTCHOO PLAIN

Garden Spot of North China

Which War Is Ruining.

EPLENDIDL"! WATERED AHD TILLED

Surrounded by Henvlly Wooded Hill
and Abundantly Snitplled With
Tree The V 11 lniare of Yental The
Walled tliy ot Mukden, Rich In
Historic Interest.

The military expert of the New York

Herald thus describes the scene of the

late operations In the far east:
From Llaoyang to Mukden In a direct

line the distance is about forty miles.
The backbone ridge of Manchuria,
which divides the Llao trom tne lam
valley, withdraws somewhat to the
east, leaving a wide, open plain be-

tween the two cities. It was through
this plain, which stretches down to the
main valley of the Llao river, that Gen-

eral Kuropatkin was pursued by Mar-

shal Oyaina's three armies after the
battle of Liaoyana-

Immediately north of the wall of Ll-

aoyang comes the Taltse river, which
Is divided into two broad streams by a

long sand bank. There were originally

pileJridos over .these streams,, built

..... - - - - - - - - -
All vegetable, mild, sugar-coate- d. They act directly on
iiiQ liver, vure consupaiiun, duiuumic:5.


